


to the proposed 120 MW solar field. Private professional studies of similar cases
throughout the nation have found anywhere from a 6-30% reduction of property
values due to the presence of neighboring utility scale solar farms, contradicting
publicized studies ordered and completed by solar developer appraisers.

As Mercer County citizens, we are concerned for the future of our community and the
need for responsible economic growth in our area. This particular tract has been
identified as a top site within the entire USA for industrial development and could
potentially create thousands of jobs for our residents and those in surrounding
counties. This economic impact would be monumental for current and future
generations of both our local community and entire state.

We feel our local elected officials and governing boards should retain control over
decision-making with regards to land use of this property, and other tracts of land
throughout our county.

In making your decision, please consider the consequences and irreversible impact
on the future of the Mercer County community, including my four daughters and their
future families, and the opportunity cost of lost economic growth.

Sincerely,

Kim Jones









elsewhere; i.e. if the fossil energy is to be shipped into MISO and/or PJM at times when the marginal
price of power in those more open markets goes up. Instead, we'd prefer our generation market be
opened up as well so that LG&E/KU would have to compete with other lower cost generators (wind from
MISO, solar from the more advanced solar states on our fringes) rather than saddle us with the high costs
of burning fossil fuels well into this century.  They, and we, know coal is definitely no longer economic. 
(See https://energyinnovation.org/publication/the-coal-cost-crossover-3-0/)  How soon will it be before the
same will be written of fossil gas?    
 
d) Do we need more baseload power in Kentucky to service LG&E/KUs baseload?  Or, again, are we
replacing the coal plants with natural gas baseload power to then ship it to the midwest and northeast?  If
that is LG&E/KU's plan, how is that in the ratepayer's interest?
 
e) The international energy agency wrote in its milestones to 2050 report: how to get to net zero by
midcentury that in order to keep global warming inside the 1.5 degree C tipping point scientists suggest,
we have to ensure no new fossil fuel infrastructure is built after 2021.  I'm sure you don't need reminding
(though our IOU apparently does) that we are pushing rapidly toward 2024.
 
For all the reasons above, and those in Roger Ohlman's study, I think it would be a travesty to allow
LG&E/KU to build new natural gas power plants in Kentucky this year or any subsequent year.  Especially
since as Mr. Ohlman's study makes clear, the IOU itself says 4200MW of solar is doable without
significant transmission and distribution investments, and because Kentucky is outpaced by all of its
neighbors in the race toward clean, renewable, business attracting energy.     
 
Thank you for considering these facts in evaluating our IOU's irresponsible and reckless request for new
fossil gas fired generation in our state.  Their request ignores two important facts a) solar with storage is a
viable alternative to replace the baseload power LG&E is losing in the coal plants (and this assumes
baseload power is what is needed and not peaking power that could be supplied on the open market) and
b) using fossil gas to replace that power jeopardizes the possibility that our children and their children will
enjoy a livable future.  

Elisa
 
Rev. Elisa Owen
Executive Director
Kentucky Interfaith Power and Light
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The House Majority Caucus is committed to improving the quality of life for Kentuckians
across the Commonwealth while preserving the values that we hold dear. Click here to
learn more about what lawmakers accomplished during the 2023 Regular Session.
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April 21, 2023 

 
 
 
Public Service Commission 
211 Sower Boulevard 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I write to share my opposition and ask that the Public Service Commission deny a proposal to 
locate a solar farm on property adjacent to US 127 in Mercer County. 
 
As an elected official representing this community, I have an obligation to ensure that the best 
interest of our community is considered when decisions like this are made. While I know that 
there are several reasons that many are opposed to this project, I ask that you consider the 
detrimental impact of taking this property offline for consideration of future economic 
development projects and oppose this proposal.  
 
In this particular case, this is not the highest and best use of the land in question. Economic 
development officials with the Bluegrass Area Development District have noted that the land in 
question has far greater potential for development that could lead to both jobs and economic 
growth for our community. In fact, the property’s characteristics make it highly promising for 
multiple uses with a far greater return for our community. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kim King 
State Representative 
55th House District  
 
 

Commonwealth of Kentucky 
House of Representatives 

 

Kim King 
702 Capital Avenue 
Annex Room 358  

 

 

Kim.King@lrc.ky.gov 
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55th Legislative District 

  




